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Settling the long-running dispute between the parties that school construction is a state and local responsibility, the American Jobs Plan includes
$100 billion in funds for public school upgrades and construction, with $50 billion to be provided through direct grants and $50 billion provided
through bonds.
President Joe Biden spoke of the need for updated school facilities in a press conference on March 25. “How many schools where the kids can’t drink
the water out of the fountain? How many schools are still in a position where there’s asbestos? How many schools in America that we are sending
our kids to don’t have adequate ventilation?” he asked. “There’s so much we can do that’s good stu , makes people healthier, and creates good
jobs.”
The administration said the priority for school construction funds in the American Jobs Plan is to ensure schools are “safe and healthy places of
learning for our kids and work for our teachers and other education professionals, for example by improving indoor air quality and ventilation.”
American Jobs Plan funding would also be used for “cutting-edge, energy-e cient and electri ed, resilient, and innovative school buildings with
technology and labs that will help our educators prepare students to be productive workers and valued students.”
The second major initiative of the administration will prove to be tougher than passing the coronavirus relief package. The administration will face
dissenters within the party, a very narrow majority in both chambers of Congress, and, if Republicans don’t back the plan, the need to pass the bill
using an obscure parliamentary maneuver called “reconciliation.” Biden and Congressional leaders have set a completion date of this summer, so
keep watching this space for updates on this issue.
If passed, this one provision could directly bene t IIBEC members by allowing school districts nationwide to modify and upgrade their building
enclosures, leading to a mini building boom in the sector.



IIBEC Director of Government Relations John Boling
Boling joined IIBEC in early 2021. He focuses on increasing IIBEC’s in uence on federal, state, provincial, and local public policy, helping shape codes
and standards, expanding IIBEC’s in uence in the building industry, and increasing the relevance and value of IIBEC’s policy positions. You can reach
him at jboling@iibec.org.

Tags:
advocacy

economy

government

infrastructure

Recent Posts
How to Give Owners What They Want Through Performance Speci cations
Planning Ahead for Climate Change With The Global Resiliency Dialogue
Blast From IIBEC’s Past: 2002
Biden Administration’s Infrastructure Plan Contains $100 Billion for School Building Upgrades
JetBrains’ Green New O ce
2021 Annual Meeting of the Members
IIBEC Member Pro le – Jennifer Keegan
IIBEC Member News – January/February/March 2021
OSHA’s Emergency Temporary Standard for COVID-19 Sent to OMB for Final Review
IIBEC Leaders Defend QBS And Urge Opposition to Illinois State Legislation

Advertisement

Subscribe for Updates from IIBEC
Email Address

Sign Up



434 Fayetteville St., Suite 2400

Raleigh, NC 27601

800-828-1902

Contact Us 









View Job Opportunities 

©2021 International Institute of Building Enclosure Consultants. All Rights Reserved.
Home

Privacy Policy

Site Map

Website design and development by Ironistic



