
1/22/2014 RubberNews.com - Where the rubber industry gets its news first

http://www.rubbernews.com/article/20131211/NEWS/312029978/roofing-group-promotes-use-of-edpm&template=printart 1/2

A Firestone worker installs UltraPly TPO roofing membrane.
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BETHESDA, Md.—It started as a way to showcase EPDM, and now it is a

champion in the battle against roofing regulations. The EPDM Roofing

Association has changed a lot since its beginnings 10 years ago. 

The association was founded by Firestone Buildings Products and Carlisle

Syntec. Both companies thought that EPDM—despite being a model of

consistency for about 40 years—was overlooked in favor of new ones, such as

thermoplastic polyolefin or PVC. The association's mission was to ensure

accurate scientific information available on the use of EPDM. 

Ten years later, the organization finds itself battling more than just

misconceptions. It serves to ensure EPDM does not become over-regulated in

favor of other products promoted to be more environmentally friendly. 

“Ten years ago, we were not seeing regulations, codes or standards that were

really affecting EPDM,” said Ellen Thorp, associate executive director of the

ERA. “Fast forward 10 years, and we're seeing a lot of efforts on the regulatory

front where government bodies are trying to take away the choice from the building owners, facility managers, architects and designers.” 

And the association is stronger than ever. It added another manufacturer, Johns Manville Inc., in 2012. The ERA also includes six associate members

and an affiliate member. 

Even though it spends more time combating regulations, that mission is intertwined with its initial goal of promoting EPDM through accurate, scientific

studies. 

“I would say making sure that the regulators and the people making the decisions on codes and standards have the accurate information remains a

priority,” Thorp said. “Someone can put out a study that isn't that well done, and everyone in the industry can hang on to that.” 

The ERA conducts the Long Term Service Life Study. It looked at five EPDM roofs in the field that had been in use for at least 20 years, took samples

and had them laboratory tested. Thorp said the study showed 20-year EPDM roofs are performing as good or better than when they were installed. 

“When people are talking about sustainability, we remind them that the best sustainability is a roof that stays in place for a long time,” Thorp said.

“And EPDM does that.” 

That hasn't stopped regulatory bodies from trying to mandate the use of white membranes for environmental reasons. Thorp said a variety of codes

and standard setting bodies have tried to get those kinds of TPO standards passed. 

In the past year, the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers had a proposal to require white roofs in climate zone

4 if a building wanted to be designated as high performing. Climate zones are designated based on the temperature range of the region. Based in

part on the ERA testimony, Thorp said the proposal was not approved. 

The ERA had another win with the International Code Council, which had a proposal within the International Energy Conservation Code, to require

white roofs in climate zones 4a and 4b. The ERA provided updated data that showed roof color was not the only factor in measuring environmental

gains, Thorp said. 

“ERA has helped us lobby and work through the formation of new and more acceptable standards in those areas,” said Mike DuCharme, director of

product marketing at Carlisle Syntec. “They've also helped us in the area of ASHRAE, and other organizations have taken several runs at passing a

mandate of using white membranes in the north.” 

Thorp said one of its biggest wins came when the ERA worked with various Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states about new regulations concerning

adhesives and sealants. The ERA didn't oppose the new regulations on VOCs; in fact its members were developing the products to meet the new

regulations, but it wanted to make sure an implementation schedule was in place that didn't negatively impact the industry. 

“ERA worked with the regulators in those 13 states,” Thorp said. “We had thousands of roofing contractors to train. So we worked with them so we

could achieve the state's goal of lowering the VOC limits and also didn't have an undo negative impact on the industry.” 

Johns Manville entered the EPDM membrane roofing manufacturing field when it renovated and upgraded a 235,000-sq.-ft plant in Milan, Ohio,

purchased from Tenneco Inc. The firm invested about $55 million on the Milan project and more than $125 million in its commercial roofing business,

the company said when it opened the facility in June 2012. 
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The company describes its first year with the association as a success and enjoys being part of the contribution process on a number of key issues in

the industry. 

“The big advantage for Johns Manville is access to the knowledge and moving in a consensus so you're not operating in a vacuum,” said Rick Gustin,

product manager for EPDM at Johns Manville. “There is a lot of experience among the members there. It's good to get access to the full body of

knowledge and a wide range of opinions.” 

Because the ERA is a smaller association, Thorp said it is able to make decisions quickly. One member described the association as nimble and

quick, which Thorp took as an incredible compliment. “You get a real voice,” Thorp said. “You get a real seat at the table. Our membership makes the

decisions for our organizations.”
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